
Dear Sisters,

Greetings!!!!

Climate change refers to the change in environmental
conditions of the Earth.It has become a global concern over
the last few decades,since it has various impacts on the
Ecosystem &Ecology. Forest fire,Melting of glaciers,intense
rainfall are all caused by Global Warming.We need to prevent
global warming and protect Mother Earth.

Climate change is a global challenge and has no borders and
to combat , it requires coordinated work by all countries. The
whole idea behind the event we had this month with all the
federations is to create awareness and exchange knowledge.
Because climate literacy is very essential for a low carbon
living.

Planting trees is the best way to combat climate change.As
trees grow, they stop climate change by removing Co2 from
the air and also lower atmospheric temperature.So, Let's join
hands in planting 1 Trillion trees campaign and save Mother
Earth.
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29th August 2020 
Programme 

SI Prayer 
Ms Anita Britto 

Welcome Address
Ms Roopa Mahesh 

Recognizing International Speakers
Ms Anitha Rajarajan

Appreciation and Acknowledgement of 
our  SI  Founder Member
Ms. Anitha Rajarajan

Introducing the chief guest 
Dr Lalitha Prajna

Chief guest address
Ms. Mridula Ramesh

Session on "Climate Change"
Moderator
Ms Mridula Ramesh

Presentations by
National Speakers - 10
International Speakers - 5

Observers perspective 

Miyawakie Cultivation
Ms Sangeetha Ranjit

Vote of Thanks 
Ms Priyadarshini Karthik

National Anthem 

"Climate Change" Presenters
 

Ms Jill Godwin 
Australia 
Climate Change in Australia 

Ms Salley Enos 
Bombay ,Chembura
Solid Waste Management 

Ms Shashikala Menon 
Bangalore
Restoration and rejuvenation of our lakes

Ms. Selza Noronha 
Bangalore, White field 
Sustainable cities with a healthy environment 

Ms Tania 
Belgium
Nature and Landscaping in Aalst

Ms Ayushi Kundu 
Calcutta 
Plastic boom is our doom

Ms Shree Latha Narayanan 
Chennai 
Socio Economic impact of climate change 

Ms Naina Shah
Chennai Downtown
Climate Change in in my city

Ms Sue Beech
Coventry
Traffic Pollution in Coventry

Ms. Harbindhar Singh 
Hyderabad 
The reclamation of land and lakes 

Ms Shukla Chattopadhyay
Kolkata South
Ill Effects of climate change 

Ms Barbara 
Manchester 
Clean air for greater Manchester

Ms Kulsam Kaur 
Pune
Climate Change

Ms Benita Sen 
Pune Metro East
Smart City

Ms Nanell
Dalles 
Climate Change

There is a no planet B 
Climate Change 
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SI Madurai conducted the Mega Event on the most needed topic of

climate change involving all the

National and International SI Clubs.

The virtual zoom meeting was conducted on

29th August 2020 @4.30pm

It was a vibrant event with the active participation of speakers from

various clubs with more than six hundred participants and viewers. 

 

 YouTube link : https://youtu.be/wD_aT4hyIZ4
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MC  
Dr.Usha Kim

Technical Support 
Dr Chalini Madhivanan

Si Prayer 
Ms Anitha Britto 

Welcome Address
Ms. Roopa Mahesh
SI Madurai President

The SI prayer by Ms. Anitha Britto.  

SI Madurai President Ms Roopa Magesh welcomed the gathering.

Climate Change 

The virtual meeting was hosted by SI Madurai.
The event was beautifully conducted by our MC Dr Usha kim, with able

Technical support by Dr.Chalini Madhivanan
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Our founder president 
Ms Anitha Rajarajan 

Introduced our Friendship link 
as well as the international

delegates 

Founder president was chosen as 
one of the  top  hundred women
soroptomists all over the world.

Ms Anitha Rajarajan acknowledged
the honour.

Ms Anitha
Rajarajan 
Interview in

the
 local

Newspaper
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Ms Anitha Rajarajan

Climate Change 
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Dr  Lalitha Prajna introduced our chief
guest Ms Mridula ramesh. 

Ms. Mridula Ramesh, our chief guest and
moderator delivered an over all birds eye view

on  Climate Change

Mridula Ramesh is the author of
critically acclaimed" book on "The
climate solution-India's climate change
crisis and what we can do about it". She
is the founder of the Sundaram climate
institute, which focuses on waste and
water solutions and education. She is a
regular columnist for First post on
climate change and has written for the
Hindu, Live Mint,Bloomberg Quint and
Conde Nast.

Climate Change 
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Climate Change 

Jill Godwin was highlighting on Bush fire contributed by drier climate causing
calamity to the human beings and native animals. Drier climate with raised
temperature is due to coal and other minerals production industries. As this
industry plays key role in the economy of the country,they have to balance
the action strategy. Soroptomists advocate the State and Federal
Government to renewable energy policies. They are providing relief and
support to bush fire victims through their disaster fund. They also support the
wild life rehabilitation group.

Ms Jill Godwin 
Australia 

Climate Change in Australia 
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Climate Change

Chennai is witness to climate induced impacts like floods,heavy rain
followed by droughts.There has been a decline of 4% in the annual rainfall
along with the increase in the mean temperature. Included in the efforts
are urban reforestation,restoration of lakes and significant reduction in the
use of non degradable material. The constructions of rain water harvesting
structures in both public and private buildings contribute to a rise in the
water table.

Bombay city tops the list of metros in solid
waste generated. Climatic solution to the
human induced climate change is taken up
at 3 levels...Governmental, Community and
Individual. Soroptomists play major role in
creating awareness in the community,
initiate in Reuse of materials and students
are encouraged to make and use paper
bags. Individually the household wet waste
is converted to compost and dry waste is
recycled.

Ms Salley Enos 
Bombay ,Chembura

Solid Waste Mangement 

Ms Shree Latha Narayanan 
Chennai 

Socio Enonomic impact of climate change 
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Shashikala Menon was sharing the tale of a city of lakes converting to
city of tanks.. Because more than 90% of Bangalore's lakes are polluted
or encroached. Bangalore Soroptomists under the theme of " Recognize,
Reiterate, Realize", they are educating, creating awareness, advocating
good environment practices and trying to bring out the changes.

Ms Shashikala Menon 
Bangalore

Restoration and rejuvenation of our lakes

Climate Change 
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Selza Naronha states that her fellow Soroptimists are very clear to
make the city sustainable with a healthy environment by implying two
major actions in educating and adopting "Green the Red" that is for
sustainable menstruation. Reaching out the community to adopt
composting biodegradable waste at home.

Ms. Selza Noronha 
Bangalore, White field 

Sustainable cities with a healthy environment

Climate Change 
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The problem lies in the sector of flooding and erosion. The main effects are
due to increased precipitation leading to flooding but also with the sharp
decrease in the summer leading to water shortage and erosion.
Soroptomist's main projects are forestation and planting campaigns

Ms Tania Gomez
Belgium

Nature and Landscaping in Aalst

Climate Change 
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Ayushi feels " Plastic boom is our doom ". The customers all prefer plastic
bags for their shopping and cause high plastic bag pollution in Calcutta.
The measures taken by Soroptimists are on the principles of 'Reduce,
Recycle and Reuse."

Ms Ayushi Kundu 
Calcutta 

Platic boom is our doom

Climate Change 
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Chennai Soroptimists are community oriented. They focus on community co
operation to get the system correct from the beginning.They are working
towards eco friendly, self sufficient and self sustaining life style to mitigate
climate change.They are promoting rain water harvesting, solar
panels,kitchen garden, biogas plant and organic vegetable terrace garden in
the community.

Ms Naina Shah
Chennai Downtown

Climate Change in in my city

Climate Change 
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The problem is focused on Nitrogen oxide emission due to traffic
congestion. The Soroptimists are supportive to their Government policy on
Local Air Quality Action Plan (LAQAP). They promote less usage of vehicles
by motivating to go by walk to nearby places, usage of cycles, sharing the
car,using hybrid cars with less emission of gas etc.

Ms Sue Beech
Coventry

Traffic Pollution in coventry

Climate Change 
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Harbinder  from SI Hyderabad was talking on the changes happening on
green cover due to vast increase in the urban built up area by
encroachment on the water bodies and vegetative land due to increased
population. They are concentrating on afforestation, Miyawakie
cultivation, reclaiming water bodies and avoiding industrial pollution.

Ms. Harbinder Kaur
Hyderabad 

The reclamation of land and lakes

Climate Change 
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Ill effects of climate change in Kolkatta was well discussed by Shukla, SI,
Kolkatta.The main causes are decreasing mangrove protection of the
sunderbans,loosing tree cover in the city due to cyclone,extraction of
ground water  and total unpreparedness to deal with the crisis.

Ms Shukla Chattopadhyay
Kolkata South

Ill Effects of climate change

Climate Change 
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Manchester problem is focused on Air Pollution due to industries and
vehicles.Greater Manchester is aimed at with plans that will accelerate the
city region's 2038. Zero carbaon ambitions build a greener economy and
deliver a long term plan for development. Soroptomists are raising
awareness, proposing alternate solutions,planting trees and taking direct
action if appropriate.

Ms Barbara 
Manchester 

Clean air for greater Manchester

Climate Change 
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Soroptomist from Pune SI Kulsum Kaur was explaining the climate
changes happening in Pune and the role played by them.

Soroptomists at Pune Metro East are concentrating on waste
management,promoting plantation,terrace and vertical gardening,
Miyawakie cultivation etc. They are taking measures for water
management and energy management.

Ms Kulsam Kaur 
Pune

Climate Change

Ms Benita Sen 
Pune Metro East

Smart City

Climate Change 
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Ms . Sangeetha Ranjith

Ms.Sangeetha Ranjith our former president            
SI Madurai addressed everyone on her pet project
Miyawaki cultivation which she is introducing to 
various districts of our state.

Ms Nanell - Dalles 

Nanelle from Dallas was attributing the
disastrous happenings due to climate changes.
The melting glacier increases the sea water level
causing erosion of beach. Because of rain storm
,there is increased flooding and damage to the
homes,shopping malls etc affecting the economy
of the city.

There are wild fires caused by lightening strike damaging wild life. The
action plans are to make zero waste community,protect and save water and
to create more green spaces to environment

Climate Change 
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SI Federation's Observers perspective



Our secretary Ms Priyadharshini Karthik delivered her Vote of thanks
acknowledging all Speakers, Participants and our chief guest for making
this event a grant success.

SI Madurai event on "Climate Change" ended well with our National
Anthem 

Vote of Thanks 
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Top Chats 
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Good Morning Anitha!
Hope you had a good sleep last night. So much of brain storming, time and

effort went into it. It was one of its kind. Great achievement Anitha as you take
over as APD Planet. You were ably supported by team Madurai. It was a team

work, well conceived, coordinated n executed. You will rock. All the very best from
the core of my heart. ❤

 Bhaswathi..International friendship link coordinator

Dear Anitha, 
Thank you so much!  The presentations were worth the very early morning time. 
 My Zoom connection was unstable, so I will watch the YouTube recording when I

am somewhere with better internet service.  Congratulations on a successful
event!

Janet schemph of SI Alaska

Thank you Anitha for everything you did to make today possible.  It was terrific. I feel
so fortunate to have been asked to participate.  What an amazing group of women.

Plus we are all Soroptimist’s
 Nanell of SI Dallas USA

Thank you Anitha ji so much for the invite, I got
opportunity to gain access to so much knowledge around the globe of our own SI

Sisters
Farzana  SI Dhanmondi, Bangladesh

Such a wonderfully organised event Anitha. I feel blessed to have been part of it &
to learn about the exceptionally great work done by individuals & clubs

Sashikala SI Bangalore

Wonderful initiative and great Webinar. Another feather in the cap for you. 
Heartiest Congratulations!!!

Anubha  SI Poona Metro East

Event Comments
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Thanks a ton!
I was so impressed and inspired by the programme yesterday.

Hats off to you and your team for creating that wonderful experience for all of us.
Salute!

Shukla - SI South Kolkatta
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Thank you for inviting us to listen to the climate change virtual speakers. It was  
 valuable information .

Neelima of SI Colombo, Srilanka

Excellent evening. Lots of learning and interactions. Congrats to you and the
team. Please give my congrats to them. Regards Anu 

 Anu Wakhlu..NASI President

All speakers spoke well. Mridula was an excellent  Moderator
Kudos to you SI Madurai

Vyjanthi SI Chennai

Hi Anitha..What a pleasure it was for us participants to attend the webinar..well
planned and executed by your team....each one did her part well..fantastic

leadership
Soma of SI Calcutta

Thank u for a invigorating webinar
Binita -SI Pune Metro East

Dear Anita and Team Madurai
It was a great event. 

Very beautifully conceived and executed
Dr Meghna..SI Hydrebad

Event Comments



A fantastic international Meeting I enjoyed and learned many things about
environmental issues around the world and the efforts are being taken by our SI

Clubs. Good to see our SI sisters from across the world. Thanks a lot to the speakers
and the organisers.

Dr. SGP from SI Bombay

Like the title ! It has truly become an international meet.well done Anita and the
entire team

Jamuna  SI Bangalore

Kudos to all the speakers. You did a splendid job. So much great work is being done
all around. Proud to be a sorptimist. 

Selza of SI Whitefield

E - N E W S L E T T E R  S I  M A D U R A I
A U G U S T   2 0 2 0  |  I S S U E  3

Anita, Congratulations  ,Well done
Bebe - SI San Fernando

Awesome meeting Anitha... congratulations
Priya..Secretary SI Chennai

Exceptional evening. Very proud of Anita and Team Madurai.
Shrilatha  SI Chennai

Excellent program!!! Congratulations Anitha and team.
Mamta.. President of SI Bangalore

Thank you Anitha for this opportunity.    Good co-ordination...
sally..SI Bomvay chembur

Thank you Anita and team. You did a great job 
 Tania of SI Aalst

Event Comments



Hello. 24 hrs since yesterday. What an idea to connect accross Federations, involved
all friendship links, all clubs in India. It was a great effort by Anitha. Dr Chalini

coordinating all logistics for smoothly taking the program and Priya to managing
everything backend. Amazing how you brought everyone together. All presentations
did leave a mark of what is significant to their city. And lovely to learn about their
club activities as well.  There was such great sharing. I have also learnt so much. 

Congratulations Anitha for being selected for "Who Is She" one of the 100 for 100. A
well deserved recognition. 

Finally goes out to all the members of Si Madurai ...you have done very well. 
Naina Shah,APD – Planet-SI Chennai

Dear Anitha, I would like to thank you for letting me attend to the event.
Unfortunately I have to leave but it is impressive to see all those practical projects

developped locally and their impacts on local lives
Coralie from South of France

What an amazing meeting already. I also want to let you know I'm the Governor of
the Southern Region for your records and will be sharing this information with my

Region. Blessed to be here with you all.
Michelle Strawsser..SI Tampa, Florida USA

Anitha & Team Madurai for organising a wonderful meeting on Climate Change.
Together we can & we will make the change

Anupama - SI Pune Metro East

Thank you Anitha and the team  Fantastic Marvellous program and the efforts put
in from many months  Congratulations !!!!

Anu patil. - SI Bombay West
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Great initiative Anitha and team members.Thoroughly enjoyed.
Piyali those.. SI Calcutta

Event Comments



The smile that dwells in the face is not the true
friendship but the smile that emerges in the heart is the
true friendship. A good friendship will be like waxing
moon. A good friend should set right the mistakes of the
other by giving strong ethical advice. We at SI
MADURAI are proud of our internal friendship link
among us. Let us cherish our friendship and spread our 
hearty smile to others to make happy and peaceful life
for everyone.
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Thiruvalluvar on friendhsip

Editor
Dr Chalini Madhivanan



Former Presidents of SI Madurai

Ms. Anitha Rajarajan
2009 -2012 
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Ms. Divya Gupta
2012-2013

Dr. Sudha
Dheep 

2014-2015

Ms. Suganya
Jeganathan

2013-2014

Ms. Latha
Abiruban
2015-2016

Ms. Sangeetha 
Ranjit

2016-2017

Ms. Chitra
Ganapathy
2017-2018

Ms. Sabina Ali 
2018-2019

Dr. D. Jenet
Vasantha Kumari 

2019-2020

Founder President SI Madurai



Ms. Anitha Rajarajan

Ms. Anita Lakshman

Ms. Anita Micheal

Ms.Anitha Britto 

Dr. Chalini Madhivanan

Ms. Chitra Ganapathy

Ms. Divyeah Ramu

Ms. Geethanjali Dattareya

Dr. Hema Sathish

Dr. D. Janet Vasantha Kumari

Ms. Jeyanthi Annamalai

Dr. Lakhsmi Subburaj

Ms. Lakshmi Murugesan

Dr. Lalitha Prajna

Ms. Latha Abiruben

Dr. Manju Anilkumar

Ms. Mehrun Ismail

Ms. Priya Naresh

Ms. Priyadarshini Karthik

Dr. Rohini Shridar

Ms. Roopa Mahesh

Ms. Rukmini Palanivelrajan

Ms. Sabina Ali

Ms. Sangeetha Ranjit

Ms. Sharmila Siraj

Dr. Sudha Dheep

Ms. Sukanya Jegannathan

Ms. Uma Kannan

Ms. Unna Vairavan

Dr.Usha Kim

Ms. Valli Annamalai

Ms. Shubhra Somani 

Ms. Umanjali Pradip 

Ms. Premalatha Paneerselvam  

Ms. Rajakumari RamasubramanIum 

Ms.  Kalpana Shankar 
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Members of SI Madurai

Hon. Members



Soroptimist International 

  Madurai

"Let the green be seen"
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